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HOUSEKEEPING
Make an appointment with your counselor.

Transcripts

Financial Aid Night – 9/27@7:00 pm

FAFSA becomes available on 10/1

SAT@CHS – 11/4, Register by 10/5

ACT@CHS – 10/28, Reg. by TODAY

WNY College in LMC – 10/13 

Academy Night at CHS – 10/2@6:30 pm

College Fair for Stdnts w/Disabilites at Gow – 10/14

Remind 



SEARCH
Do you have a list?  If not, you need to get moving.

Use online sites like Naviance, College Board and College Scorecard.

Gather as much information about schools as you can.

Meet with admissions representatives in the Guidance Office.

Talk to people around you about their college search – friends, relatives, teachers.

Look at the school’s course catalog, but know that most of you will change majors.

Have an open and honest conversation with your parents about their expectations.

How many schools should you apply to?

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


VISIT
Easily the best way to learn about a school.

Most schools want you to book an appointment in advance.  You can 
generally do that on their website.

Try to attend an Open House if possible; professors are generally there.

Utilize the admissions office and tours, but don’t be afraid to get off the 
beaten path.

Take notes on your impressions of the school while you’re on the ride home.



STANDARDIZED TESTING

Re-take the tests if you’re planning on a four year college.  Take whichever one you feel 
more comfortable with or received a comparatively higher score on.  Even if you earned a 
score that will get you into your top choice, re-taking is recommended because a better score 
could get you a larger scholarship.

Scores must be sent directly from the testing institution (ACT or College Board).

Almost all colleges will “superscore”.

Remember that many schools are test optional (~950).  Believe it or not, you are more than a 
test score at most schools.  Others?  Eh, not so much.

Some colleges require the SAT Subject tests.

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests/about/institutions-using




COMMON APPLICATION
There are several ways to apply – Common App, SUNY app, Institutional app.  
Don’t default to the Common App, it might be more efficient to do multiple apps than 
the Common App.

Common App resources are on the Guidance website.

Start by filling in the demographic info.  That will help break the ice and ease you 
into the application.

FERPA Release

Supplemental Apps/Questions

Do NOT use the SUNY app for ECC or NCCC.



NAVIANCE

You must “match” in Naviance if you’re using the Common App.

Add schools to “colleges I’m applying to”.  Common App might 
auto-populate the list for you.

Invite teachers to submit letters.



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Most schools only want one or two, find out how many you need before asking 
teachers.

Ask teachers whose class you performed well in and you established a good 
working relationship.

Ask in person first.  Once they’ve agreed to write for you, send the invite through 
Naviance.

Write them a “thank you” note, it’s common courtesy.  Keep in mind that every letter 
takes at least an hour to write.



GUIDANCE OFFICE PROCEDURES
Meet in person with your counselor at least ten business days before your 
application is due.  We will not act on an application until we meet with you.  It’s ok 
to email us questions, but not “can you send my transcript to…”

Find out if your schools require a counselor recommendation.  If so, we’ll likely need 
you to fill out a form – each counselor approaches it a little differently.  Find out 
what yours needs.

Counselors send everything from the school – transcript, teacher letters, secondary 
school report.

We keep good records of what was sent and when.  It’s possible you might get an 
automated email while things are crossing in cyberspace.  DON’T FREAK OUT.  Come 
see us, we’ll help figure it out.



FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS
Come to financial aid night next Wednesday.  

FAFSA is available on 10/1.  It’s important to file as early as possible.

Some private schools require the CSS Profile.

Use net price calculators to get an early snapshot of what the school might cost.

The bulk of the scholarship $ that’s awarded is from the individual college.

Websites like Fastweb.com and Cappex.com can help you search for scholarships 
you might be eligible for.

The Guidance Office gets a number of scholarships each year.

In March, students can apply for ~40 scholarships with one application.  Listen for 
the announcements.



ESSAY
The essay is a critical piece of the application.  It’s the only thing you really 
have control over at this point.  Get feedback from others, but make sure 
YOUR “voice” is loud and clear.  Have a strong introduction.  Try to use vivid 
imagery.  SHOW don’t TELL.  Make sure it’s grammatically flawless, but it 
doesn’t need to be super formal, again, your voice should come through.  Don’t 
reiterate your resume.  Try to answer the question throughout the essay, that 
will help keep you on track.  Avoid gimmicks.  Less is more.  Read the essay out 
loud; that will help you eliminate filler and unnecessary words.



…and meet with your counselor soon
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